"How doth the busy little bee improve each shining hour"? The mswer to that question is reported by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Department of Agriculture in a press release issued by Ovide E. Grenier, Agricultural Statistician and C. J. Heltemes, Agricultural Statistician in Charge, Fargo Office on February 5, 1947.
These industrious inquirers and collectors of useful agricultural information have not counted the bees but they have estimated the number of colonies of bees for the last six years; the production per colony, the total honey production, and yes, even the beeswax oroduction. I have no doubt that their figures for honey production ire to be regarded as sincere figures, that is "without wax." Under •he word "sincere" Funk and Wagnall's dictionary quotes Trench (1888) "On the Study of Words" as follows: "Words out of number, which are now employed only in a figurative sense did yet originally rest on some' fact of the outward world." " 'Sincere' is without wax (sine cera) as the best and finest honey should be."
How many colonies of bees?
The colony count has been going up for the United States but has stood at a rather even figure for iNTorth Dakota-witness these figures: 
